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Guilty
plea for
rampage
in pub

Alex Treacy

A Gold Coast painter strug-
gling with substance abuse is-
sues laid siege to a pub while
armed with an extensible
baton, a court has heard.

Robina man Fabio Mascia,
27, appeared in Southport
Magistrates Court on August
25, where he pleaded guilty to
charges of public nuisance at a
licensed premises and going
armed so as to cause fear.

The court heard the offences
occurred at the Dog and Parrot
Tavern at Varsity Lakes on
May 13. Police prosecutor Ay-
. lish Robert-

W“\ % son told the

4 ‘M@z court Mascia
| returned to
the tavern on
multiple oc-
casions  to
menace pat-
rons and
Y strike out at
infrastructure, armed with a
black extensible baton.

On one occasion, he got up
in the face of a patron in the
gaming area, while on another
he kicked a glass door with
such force it shook, although it
did not shatter.

He was arrested after return-
ing to the venue again, this
time when police were already
on the spot due to an earlier
call-out over Mascia’s “con-
cerning” behaviour.

The court heard Mascia had
a minor criminal history, al-
though it did contain an entry
for assault occasioning bodily
harm from 2019, for which no
conviction was recorded.

Defence lawyer Tegan
Crighton told the court her cli-
ent, a commercial painter with
a good work history, developed
substance abuse issues after
the 2021 death of his father and
the later death of a friend by
suicide. Cocaine was a particu-
lar issue, Ms Crighton said.

She said her client was under
the influence of drugs and al-
cohol when he committed the
offences and it was “not until
he was leaving the watch-
house that he realised what he
had just done”.

Ms Robertson said her client
checked himself into a rehab
program after he was charged
and has remained sober since.

Magistrate Jane Bentley
placed Mascia on 12 months’
probation with convictions re-
corded.
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How horses are helpmg
to treat mental health

ChelseaBunting

A Gold Coast-based equine
therapy centre is marking a
decade of teaching students
and professionals how
horses can help people
improve their mental
wellbeing.

Foundedin 2016 by
psychotherapist Jane
Faulkner, Equine Assisted
Therapy Australia (EATA)
provides mental health
training at its Tallebudgera
Valley facility.

At the centre, students
learn how equine behaviovur,
basic neuroscience, trauma-
informed theory and
counselling and
psychotherapy modalities
canbeintegrated to support
people experiencing mental
health challenges.

Ms Faulkner said horses
work well as a mental health
intervention.

She said the animals were
curious and, for some,
provided a safer way to
beinarelationship than
people do.

“Horses are incredibly
sensitive to our body
language, posture and
breathing,” she said.

“They giveimmediate
feedback without judgment.
“They don’t needyou to
talk, they don’t need you to

perform — they meet you
exactly where you are.

“For people who have
experienced anxiety, trauma
or difficulty trusting others, it
can make connection feel
possible again.

“It creates spaceto
practise calm
communication, boundaries
and self-regulationinaway
that feels natural and
supportive.”

Inthe past decade, the
organisation has trained

more than 300 equine-
assisted mental health
practitioners.

EATA will make its 10-year
milestone in September by
hosting a two-day
conference with panel
discussions and workshops.

Ms Faulkner said the
conference aimed to bring
together practitioners froma
wide range of backgrounds,
tolearnand help strengthen
the growing profession.

“We've seen a growing
interestin high-quality
training in the field of
equine-assisted mental
health,” she said.

“As the profession
continues to evolve, it’s
more important than ever
that practitioners have
access torecognised
training, opportunities to
share knowledge and a
strong professional
community.”

Disaster
funding
cuts to hit

Gold Coast

Mayor urges rethink

Paul Weston

The Gold Coast would have to
find an extra $100m to fix erod-
ed beaches under proposed
cuts to federal disaster recov-
ery funding.

Mayor Tom Tate has written
to Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese urging the federal gov-
ernment to reconsider planned
changes to the funding model,
which would see a move from
the 75-25 funding split to a
50-50 financial arrangement
between the Commonwealth
and states.

If the 50-50 model had been
in place since 2018, the Gold
Coast would have received
about $59.2m of the $75.8m de-
livered by the Commonwealth
during that time.

Mr Tate said this would have
been “a reduction of $16.6m or
22 per cent”.

Funding may also not be ac-
tivated unless a threshold of
$2.7m was met per event.

“This may limit access to re-
covery funding for localised
disasters that do not attract na-
tional attention but still cause
significant damage to com-
munity infrastructure, public
assets and essential services,”
Mr Tate said.

“The  Christmas 2025
Southport storm is a recent
example of substantial im-
pacts such events can have on
local communities and council
resources.”

The mayor said the pro-
posed reforms had potential
impacts for beach recovery and
sand replenishment following
major storm and coastal
events.

“Uncertainty around future
funding arrangements risks de-
laying restoration works and
prolonging economic, environ-
mental and community im-
pacts,” he said.

Mr Tate previously has said
that a permanent solution to
fix the northern beaches im-
pacted by Cyclone Alfred

would require building a major
$70m headland.

The short-term fix will in-
clude stabilising the damaged
artificial reef off Narrowneck
and using offshore dredging
and sand bypass operations as
backups.

The City is promising to allo-
cate $63m to be spent on
beaches in the next four years
with the overall spend as high
as $100m.

The City’s lifestyle commit-
tee has been told council has
secured $79.3m in disaster re-
covery funding from Com-
monwealth and state programs
to support response, recovery
and reconstruction activities
following the cyclone.

“With the proposed changes
by the Commonwealth gov-
ernment for the Disaster Re-
covery Funding Framework,
much of this funding will be in
question for the future, with
the move from the Common-
wealth 75-25 funding split to a
50-50 split with the states,” of-
ficers said.

Lifestyle committee chair
Glenn Tozer said the largest re-
imbursement was through the
Counter Disaster Operations
program, with $11.15m reim-
bursed (99 per cent) for operat-
ing the Local Disaster
Coordination Centre, evacu-
ation centres and public safety
communications.

The City received 95 per cent
reimbursement for emergency
works and 83 per cent returned
for the cost of immediate re-
construction works, helping re-
store roads, drainage, bridges
and other essential public as-
sets damaged during the event,
Mr Tozer said.

“Significant additional fund-
ing is supporting long-term re-
covery projects, including
$37.2m for beach and coastline
rehabilitation, $12m for com-
munity recreational assets, and
$5.3m for reconstruction of es-
sential public assets across 12
sites,” he said.

Mental health strain
for most in prison

About threein five Australian prisoners have
had a mental health condition at some stage
of their life.

An Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare report found mental health or
behavioural conditions were the most
common health issue recorded in prison
medical records in 2024-25.

There were 47,000 people in Australia’s
prisonsonJune 30,2025. About ninein10
were male and nearly two in five were First
Nations people.
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The Al-sle is the
new shopping aisle

More than three-quarters of Australians trust
Al shopping recommendations as much as,
ormore than, advice from aretail sales
assistant.

The Manhattan Associates Inc.
commissioned study found nearly half of
Australians (47 per cent) trust Al
recommendations more than a retail sales
assistant. Nearly one in four (23 per cent) use
Al as their first source of information
compared with 7 per cent who seek advice
from anin-store assistant.

What’s the word on
our unique slang

From dardy and Fremantle Doctor in Western
Australia to cheerios in Queensland, Darwin
riginthe Top End and turbo chook in
Tasmania, Australia’s regional vocabulary is
asdiverse as the country itself.

The Australian National Dictionary Centre
(ANDC) is calling on the public to submit
regionalisms for the Australian National
Dictionary. “We’re interested in the words
and expressions that make Australia stop
and say, ‘I've never heard that before’,” ANDC
senior researcher Mark Gwynn said.

Robo-roaches to
give emergency aid

Cyborg cockroaches with cameras and
miniature medical injectors could deliver
supervised emergency care to people
trapped in collapsed buildings, caves or other
places too dangerous for rescuers toreach.
The “paraborgs” developed by University
of Queensland biorobotics researchers move
cyborginsects beyond searching for survivors
to actively assisting them. The researchers
equipped giant burrowing cockroaches with
lightweight electronics and either cameras or
remotely activated auto-injection systems.



